




The Safeguarding Support Unit, SSU



Information for social care, police and partner organisations







What can we do for you?
Child protection medical assessments



· Do you have concerns about physical or emotional abuse or neglect of a child?
· Have you considered referral to SSU for assessment by a paediatrician?
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This includes:
· Review of the history from social worker, other professionals, parent / carer and child that has led to concern.
· Full medical examination – as appropriate to each case and the age / development of the child.
· Organisation of any investigations required to find a cause for a child’s symptoms.
· Treatment of medical problems identified.
· An opinion on the likely cause of any injuries.
· Documentation of signs and symptoms that suggest neglect.
· An assessment of un-met medical need, and what needs to be done to manage this.
· Health promotion, ie check of immunisation record.
· A developmental assessment where appropriate.
· An opinion of the impact on the child of the concerns that have been raised.
· Referral on to and liaison with other services within the SSU, and wider health services, ie sexual health and CAMHS.
· Follow-up can be arranged where required to document progress with addressing medical needs identified during initial assessments.
· Reports will be provided for CP conferences, care proceedings etc.



What else can we offer you?


· Formal development assessments, including SOGS, schedule of growing skills, that can help to evidence a child’s current developmental state, or changes following interventions.

· Referral to a SSU psychologist for assessment and management of psychological difficulties related to abuse, neglect and trauma.

Including:

· Developmental and mental health assessments
· Attachment assessment, MIMS
· Clinical Formulation of risk and likelihood of positive change within a family where a child’s needs are not being met
· Support and information for parents of children who have suffered abuse, neglect and trauma
· Trauma support and psychoeducation for children and adolescents
· Talking Therapies & Theraplay® informed work, as relevant to the presentation
· Preparation for CAMHS support, liaison with existing CAMHS provision for a child and support for referrals to CAMHS.
· Multiagency liaison and attendance at Multiagency meetings



Do you have concerns about sexual abuse?



Children who have been sexually abused recently are seen within the SARC, sexual abuse referral centre, for urgent assessment. They can be referred by the police or social workers.
Assessment can include

· Collection of forensic evidence and documentation of other signs and symptoms of recent abuse.
· Treatment of injuries or medical problems
· Emergency contraception
· Screening for sexually transmitted infections
· Assessment of the need for treatment to prevent HIV and hepatitis infection
· Assessment of emotional health and referrals for support and treatment if required
· An evaluation of other child protection concerns, including the risk of child sexual exploitation.







Don’t forget…Children who have a history of less recent sexual abuse may still require medical assessment and examination
· To reassure the child and parents / carers that, despite what has happened to them they are well.


· To document possible persisting signs and symptoms of sexual abuse.
· To screen for sexually transmitted infection.
· To assess for emotional distress and refer to psychology support.
· To look for signs of female genital mutilation, FGM.
· To identify other child protection concerns.

We are assisted by experienced support workers with all our assessments and examinations.
Children and families will be supported to access the services we can offer. Children can however say ‘no’ to examinations and we will not force children to be examined.
We take into account the child’s emotional and physical development when planning assessment and treatment so as not to cause pain or distress.
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How do you refer to the SSU?

Call 0114 2267803 Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm For all child protection medical enquiries
If an urgent examination is required after 5pm due to concerns about physical
abuse.

Phone Children’s Hospital Switchboard, 0114 2717000. Ask for the medical registrar on –call.
Children’s SARC referrals


Following a strategy discussion between the police and social care:

Monday to Friday

9am to 5pm, call 0114 226 7803

5pm to 9pm, call 0114 271 7000

Ask for the Consultant on call for sexual abuse, SARC.

Referrals need to be received before 6pm in order for a child / young person to be seen that day.

Saturday, 10am to 6pm call 0114 271 7000

Sunday and Bank Holidays, 11am to 4pm call 0114 271 7000

Ask for the Consultant on call for sexual abuse, SARC.
image1.jpeg
Sheffield Children’s m

NHS Foundation Trust




