
Paediatric Diabetes Team
We are continuing to follow government guidance in regards to Covid-19 and the precautions that need to be taken as the lockdown relaxation process continues. The majority of our clinic appointments will still be by telephone for a while longer.
Up to date information on how diabetes clinics are running along with contact details for the nurses and dietitians is all detailed on our diabetes page accessed via https://www.sheffieldchildrens.nhs.uk/.  Once onto the main hospital page you can search under the A-Z of services for diabetes and then within that there is a resources area that you can click on to see our information.
The nursing and admin team are currently still working a mixture of days between home working and office/clinic based activity.  You can call the office number (0114 2717320) at any time and leave a message as the phone is being checked regularly.
Please bear in mind that out of office hours (8am to 4pm) if your query is urgent then you should call the main hospital number on 0114 2717000 and ask to speak to the senior medical doctor on call.  The senior medical doctor on call has access to a diabetes consultant for advice 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Families will not be connected directly to the diabetes consultant on call.  If you have any issues you can ask the senior medical doctor to speak to the diabetes consultant and to call you back.
Now, more than ever, it is important that we have up to date contact details for you.  We would appreciate if you would email us, call us or fill in and return the slip below so we can update our diabetes system.  Email a.darby@nhs.net or phone 0114 2717320 – postal slip at end of newsletter.
Latest updates
Please see the resources area on the Diabetes page for:-
1) Instructions for patients to link Clarity to our clinic following a recent update
2) A useful guide for patients ‘Getting the best from Dexcom Clarity reports

Parent Support Group - One of our parents has set up a Facebook page where you can connect with others under the care of Sheffield Children’s Diabetes Team.  If you are not already a member of the group then you need to send a request to join.  The parent who runs the groups checks with the team that the person requesting access is legitimate before being accepted.    
You can connect with the group at:- http://www.facebook.com/groups/399727813545238/   

A request from the diabetes Yorkshire and Humber Network for your feedback regarding allergic reactions to Glucose Monitoring Sensors
Dear Parent/Carer,
Over the past few years, our diabetes team has seen a number of cases of severe skin reactions (allergic contact dermatitis) to glucose sensors. This has resulted in some children having to stop using the device altogether which been devastating for the young person and their family. 

Contact dermatitis may be due to an allergic reaction to substances contained in the adhesives of the product or its plastic housing. The manufacturers of these medical devices however are not obliged to label the product with the potential allergens present.

Despite direct contact with the companies by ourselves and reporting every case to the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) Yellow Card scheme, this information has still not been made available to us. This makes identification of the allergen by patch testing and selection of alternative devices very difficult.

We would like to raise awareness of this issue and the need for better labelling of medical devices. We also feel it is important to understand how common a problem it is for each of the devices available.  

We have contacted all Paediatric diabetes teams for information on their experience with this problem. We would now really love to hear from all the children and young people and their families who are using continuous glucose monitoring (either Real time eg Dexcom, Medtronic or flash glucose monitoring eg Freestyle Libre) to see how common this problem is.

We would be grateful if you could complete our survey. https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/653GDG7 

by the 9th of August 2020
[bookmark: _GoBack]Would you like to help with some Research?
Are you aged 11-18 years, in mainstream education and living with a chronic health condition? 
If so the following might be of interest to you.
	Hello!  
My name is Sarah and I am training to be an Educational Psychologist at the University of Sheffield. As part of my training I am carrying out some research about what going to school or college is like for young people with chronic health conditions. 
I would like to invite you to take part in my research, but before you decide it is important that you know more about the research.   You can look on the Diabetes Team page on the Sheffield Children’s Hospital website for more details.  
In the documents included on the webpage I have tried to answer any questions that you might have so that you can talk to your parent/carer and decide together. If you have any more questions about the research, ask your parent/carer and I can let you know the answer.  
Thank you for taking the time to read this. 
Sarah
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Patient contact detail update July 2020
Name:-
Address:-
Home telephone Number:-
Mobile Number(s):-
Email Address:-
Please tear off and post to:- Diabetes Nursing office, C/o Sheffield Children’s NHS Foundation Trust, Western Bank, Sheffield, S10 2TH
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